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	Ideas
	Writing is focused on one topic

Includes examples/details all related to the topic

 Characters, setting, and/or plot are well developed (action, dialogue, description)
	Most of the writing is focused on one topic

Most examples/details are related to the topic

Beings character, setting, and/or plot development
	Little clear focus or topic development

Limited examples included and/or examples were off topic

Limited characters, setting, and/or plot development
	No clear focus or topic development

No examples included 

Limited characters, setting, and/or plot development
	X 7 
	

	Organization
	Well-organized writing with clear introduction, body, and conclusion

Details are grouped together and sequenced
Varied transitions are used consistently and effectively
	Begins to show writing organization with an introduction or conclusion

Details are generally grouped together and sequenced
Transitions are used, but may not be varied
	Lacks writing organization due to lack of introduction, body, and conclusion

Most details are not grouped together or sequenced
Little evidence of transitions
	No writing organization due to no introduction, body, and conclusion

Details are not grouped together or sequenced
No evidence of transitions
	X 6 
	

	Style

Awareness of Audience


	Uses a variety of sentence beginnings

Uses a mixture of simple and complex sentences

Uses a lot of descriptive language 
	Uses some variety of sentence beginnings 

Uses mostly simple sentences with some complex sentences

Uses some descriptive language
	Most sentence beginnings are repetitive

Most sentences are simple and repetitive

Little descriptive language
	Sentence beginnings are repetitive

All sentences are simple and repetitive

No descriptive language
	X 4 
	

	Conventions
	Consistently uses clear and correct sentence formation.

Few/ no grammar errors; errors do not interfere with meaning

Consistently uses correct spelling
	Generally uses sentences that are clear and correct.

Some grammar errors; errors do not interfere with meaning

Spells grade appropriate words correctly.
	More incorrect/ unclear sentences than correct clear sentences

Most grade appropriate grammar and/or spelling are not evident; errors interfere with meaning
	Most sentences are incorrect/ unclear 

All grade appropriate grammar and/or spelling are not evident; errors interfere with meaning
	X 6 
	

	Handwriting
	All letters are formed correctly; words are spaced appropriately

Uses lines correctly

Handwriting is neat
	Most letters are formed correctly; words are spaced appropriately

Generally uses lines correctly

Handwriting is legible
	Most letters are not formed correctly; lacks appropriate spacing between most letters and words

Does not consistently use lines correctly
Handwriting is difficult to read
	All letters are not formed correctly; lacks appropriate spacing between all letters and words

Does not consistently use lines correctly
Handwriting is difficult to read
	X 2 
	


